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A Roumanian poem tells how he carried out -the
agreement, and with his o\vn hand built his wife Utza
into the wall, and from that time the cathedral fell no
more, for " Utza within the wall upholds it." But the
guilty masons met with a frightful punishment. So
loud were their boasts, when the cathedral was at last
finished, that Ncagoc had the scaffolding removed
and left them to die of hunger on the roof. In their
despair, they tried to leap down, only to meet with
certain death on the stones below. Last of all,
Manole approached the parapet and prepared to
jump. But as he came near, he heard the cries of
his wife, and fell senseless on the rocks. A fountain,
'called by his name, commemorates his fall. The
cathedral, restored in the seventeenth century, is a
striking proof of the taste of the prince who founded
and the prince who renovated it. It shows that even
at a period when Wallachia had sunk politically low,
she was not without refinements of art, while the
philosophical writings of Neagoe, couched in the
form of precepts addressed to his son, are among the
earliest literary productions of Roumania.

The state of society during this period was based
upon the feudal system. The nobles, or boyards, as
they were called, were a privileged class, and did
what was right in their own eyes. They made and
unmade princes, promoted civil wars and oppressed the
peasantry, as they chose. All the great offices of the
principalities were in their hands. One of their number
was logothctc, or Lord High Chancellor, and kept the
great seal ; another was Groom of the Bedchamber ;
a third was Minister of Finance. Lesser nobles held